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GLOSSARY OF SBG TERMS 

 

Bin – a set of standards or skills within an academic content area 

 Example: 

Bin 1 Bin 2 Bin 3 Bin 4 Bin 5 

Ratios and 
Proportional 
Relationships 

The Number 
System 

Expressions and 
Equations 

Geometry Statistics and 
Probability 

3 
(Proficient) 

2 
(Developing) 

3 
(Proficient) 

4 
(Advanced) 

2 
(Emerging) 

          - (Schimmer pg.148) 

 

Category – A set of scores within a gradebook; traditional categories may include: Homework, Classwork, 

Participation, Tests, while Standards Based categories reflect skill sets such as: Reading, Writing, Speaking & 

Listening, Language.  

 

Child Standard – the specific, subsequent standards and skills necessary to demonstrate proficiency of the “parent 

standard” (typically indicated by a whole number and a lowercase letter) 

Example: Writing 3b - Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 

multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

 

Decaying Average – a method for calculating grades that gives more weight to the scores of more recent 

assignments/assessments, causing the scores for these to have a greater impact on a student’s grade 

 

Essential Standard(s) – Skills upon which educators will focus their instruction in order to provide multiple 

opportunities for practice and demonstration of mastery by students 

 

Mastery - a thorough understanding/demonstration of a skill (includes ability to adapt to various small changes, and 

apply the skill to a variety of situations and tasks 

 

Mean – an average of scores, calculated by adding all scores, then dividing the sum by the total number of scores  

 Example: The mean of   2, 3, and 4 is 3.   

 (Calculation -   Step 1: 2+3+4 = 9      Step 2: 9/3 = 3) 

 

Median – the middle value in group of scores 

 Example: The median of   4, 3, 8, 11, and 5 is 5.  

(Calculation –    Step 1: re-order scores in numeric order  3,4,5,8,11       Step 2: find the middle 

number 3,4,5,8,11)       
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GLOSSARY continued 

Mode – the most frequent number in a set of scores 

 Example: The mode of   1,2,1,2,3,2,4   is   2.  

(Calculation – Step 1: re-order scores so that all like numbers are together   1,1,2,2,2,3,4        

          Step 2: find the most repeated number 1,1,2,2,2,3,4)      

 

Parent Standard – the primary standard, skill, and/or product of a strand (typically indicated by a whole number) 

Example: Writing 3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Predictive Trending – a method for calculating a student’s grade using an algorithm to determine whether a 

student’s forward progress is predicted to increase or decrease based on patterns and trends in past scores 

 

Proficient – student is competent, they understand and/or can communicate the skill well, and consistently in a 

majority of situations and/or opportunities  

 

Standards Based Grading – a system for designing instruction, and assessing students for development and 

mastery of academic skills across various content areas 

 

Standards Focused Grading – a philosophy for instruction that prioritizes student skill development, while 

eliminating grade inflation/inaccuracy due to non-academic factors (extra credit, late penalties, attendance, etc.) 

 

Trending – student’s grade is calculate based on their most common score for a standard and/or category or bin 

 Example:  a student earns 1,2,3,3,2,3  on 6 reading assignments; their  Reading Trend  is a   3. 

 

Weighted grading – a percentage applied to various categories or bins, altering/varying their impact on a student’s 

overall grade (weighted grading is often a component of traditional grading, but it is considered incompatible with 

Standards Based Grading) 

 

4- Masters or Thoroughly Meets standard 

3- Meets or Adequate Meets standard 

2- Approaches or Partially Meets standard 

1- Attempts or Minimally Meets standard 

0- No Attempt (missing/too incomplete) 

A- Excellent 
B- Good  
C- Average 
D- Below average 
F - Deficient 
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Example SBG Rubric (student-friendly language) 
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Example SBG Grading Criteria Handout 
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Example SBG Classroom Poster 

 

  

4  Thoroughly
/Effectively  

The student/assignment consistently and indepen-
dently meets all expectations of the 
standard/learning target. In addition, the student 
work indicates a deep understanding of a 
standard/learning target by demonstrating the ability 
to apply that knowledge and make connections to 
other areas and real-world situations.    

  

3  Adequately
  

The student meets the standard/learning 
target frequently and demonstrates understanding 
by applying key concepts, processes and skills 
with limited errors. The student 
demonstrates proficiency of the standard, but does 
show a deep understanding, and/or does not apply 
the skills and concepts to other/real-world 
situations.  

  

  

2  Partially  The student consistently completes less 
rigorous content within the standard/learning target. 
The student is beginning to grasp, but does not 
demonstrate mastery and the ability to apply key 
concepts, processes and skills within the standard.   

  

1  Minimally  The student demonstrates little to no 
understanding of the standard/learning target. The 
student is making minimal progress toward meeting 
the standard and needs more time, support and 
intervention to develop understanding of concepts, 
processes, and skills within the standard.   

  

  

0  No 
Attempt  

The student has not submitted work and therefore 
has not demonstrated his/her understanding of the 
standard.  

 The student must complete 
assignments/assessments in accordance with the 
directions in order to determine their level of 
mastery of the standard/learning target.  
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Example SBG Parent Letter (district-wide) 
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Parent Letter continued 
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Example Parent Letters (classwide) 
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 Example Parent Email (classwide and individual) 

 

 

 

 

 


